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“I think it is important that NASA delivers the data to 
the US public, obtained with their tax dollars, in a 
way that are useful for greater good and do not 
remain confined to only a selected group. ”  

(User comment, August  24, 2009) 
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• CERES key concept or product web pages would be explained in a few 
bullets with expandable pages and hyper-links for more information, 
instead of the DQS approach which overwhelmed the user 
• Every page designed to help the user quickly decide the product for their 
application, user realizes there are multiple approaches to parameters 
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CERES home page with Movie 

Courtesy of Katie Lorentz and Tim Marvel 

Pages should be Compatible 
with Safari, Firefox, IE, Chrome 
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CERES home page with latest News 

Like wine, CERES gets better with time,” said Norman Loeb, 
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Public page filled with all news stories 
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CERES Educational Outreach 
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CERES Main data order page 

Level 4 

Level 3 

Level 2 

Level 1 

Parameter, resolution, Availability 

Order Product 

Product Info 

Product Description 

All in one 
ordering page 

User feed back 
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Product description 

• Short product descriptions are organized by level with hyperlinks 
identifying major difference between products 
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Product Information Page 

Processing flowchart 
Flowchart links 

Product features are summarized in 4-6 bullets 
that address product application, again with 
hyperlinks indentifying major CERES concepts 
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Product Parameter Page 

• Parameters are organized in categories for easy identification 
• The many cloud layers, day/night, and flux clear/all-sky parameters 
stratifications are not included, but are easily selected when ordering from tool 
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Product Resolution Page 
• Level 3 & 4 

• Level 2 & 1 all parameters are at the (20 km) footprint resolution 

• Edition3 product names identify resolution 
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Product Availability Page 

• Due to the complex processing schedules, product availability is 
dependent on product resolution 
• Updates to the chart will become automatic in the next version 

• New Ed2.5 lite products have their own availability and are 
expected to be processed to Feb 2010 shortly 
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Individual Product Ordering Page 

• The level 2 ordering page cautions and guides users in determining which 
CERES instrument was in cross-track mode and will actually select those 
files at the ASDC ordering page for the month selected 

User will be directed to the ASDC 
ordering page  

User always gets the latest product edition, user cautioned if new input data is 
used, such as GOES-4 to 5, which triggers a new letter (2A->2B) 
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Product Tool Selection Page 

Show expandable parameter lists 

Can select regions using google maps 

Time range is filled in entire time record 

Email is used to inform users of later 
revisions or new products 

User selections 

CERES team saved every parameter, however 
user wants only a few, parameters are organized 
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Parameter 
Definitions 

• All Parameters definitions are 
expandable 
• Simple explanation with pertinent 
cautions, for example twilight 
• Parameter plot examples are given 
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Product Plotting Page 

• Can save data as ascii and gif images (next version) 
• Can resize map 
• Can animate regional plot over many months 
• Can map either over earth or rectangle projection 
• Can place cursor over plot and identify values 
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Product Download Page 
• CF compliant netCDF 
output, and parameter 
definitions 
• Data Products Catalogues 
(DPC) with only the 
parameters selected 
• IDL and Fortran netCDF 
read software 
• Download from web  

• Entire record of monthly means can be ordered as one file (2GB limit) 
• No need to combine 108 monthly files x 2 GB to get 108 global means 

summar
y of 

selection 

List of 
dimensions 

List of 
parameters 



NASA Langley Research Center / Atmospheric Sciences

CERES tool 

•  Load tool on newly purchased CERES web servers 
–  Clean up pages and take user suggestions 
–  Take down tool for a few weeks  
–  Have EBAF, SSFlite, SYNlite, and ES4 online 

•  Develop level 3 parameter product comparison 
plotting package 
–  Add new products as they become available as Ed3 

•  Develop level 2 footprint product pages as Ed3 
comes online 
–  Subset spatially (say over a surface site) and by parameter 

•  Develop user product and parameter ordering 
statistics 


